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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: the offender killed the person intended or another. It will be observed,
however, that this fourth clasa omits all mention of the words, malice aforethought, formed design, willful,
deliberate, malicious, premeditated, unlawfully and maliciously, some of which are found in all the common-
law definitions 30 of murder, save that from universal malice. if a blow or injury, intentionally aimed ana
inflicted on a particular person, the act being greatly dangerous to life, and itself evidencing a depraved mind
regardless of human life, be ruled to be murder in the first degree, then this clause fixes a much lower standard
of evidential requirement, than do the classes one and three above mentioned. And this is all the more manifest,
when we refiect that this clause dispenses with all preconceived purpose to deprive any particular person of life.
A blow or injury, unlawfully and intentionally aimed and inflicted on a person, by an act greatly dangerous to
life, and actually producing death, under such circumstances as to evidence a depraved tnind regardless of
human life, could not be inflicted without a preconceived purpose to deprive some particular person of life.--
See McManus v. State, 36 Ala. 285. The two propositions are incompatible. We think the legislature, in this clause,
intended to raise to the high grade of murder in the first degree those homicides which are the result of what is
colled universal malice. By universal malice, we do not mean a malicious purpose to take the life of...
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