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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This documentary collection introduces readers to public debates on
federal judicial authority in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The documents illustrate the
contending and evolving views of lawyers, judges, legislators, legal scholars, and ordinary citizens on the
judiciary s role in American constitutional government. The volume focuses on the debates sparked by
legislative proposals to alter the organization, jurisdiction, and administration of the federal courts, as well as
the tenure and authority of federal judges. Documents are drawn from a variety of governmental and
nongovernmental sources, including congressional floor debates, testimony in congressional hearings, bar
association meetings, public addresses, legal treatises, law reviews, and popular periodicals. The documents
selected represent the most prevalent and influential ideas about the courts and are but an introduction to the
breadth and depth of materials available on the history of the federal courts. This collection illuminates the
many paths that were possible for the federal courts during a period of rapid social and economic change. The
federal courts have not simply evolved in response to the needs of society-they are the product of political
contests that reflect both competing economic and social interests and changing ideas about the role of the
nation s courts in the American system of government. The speakers and writers in these documents believed
that the stakes of these debates were high-that the organization, administration, and authority of the federal
courts would have important consequences for core American governmental principles like separation of
powers, political representation, and the rule of law. Between 1875 and 1939, the federal judiciary s role in
American law, politics, and society grew dramatically. The federal courts took on new responsibilities as...
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