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indexed. Not illustrated. 1890 Excerpt: .door and revel in the cheerful blaze, and enjoy the sight of the flames
rippling over the logs. It is only by very slow degrees that a more scientific manner of warming houses or rooms
in England can make its way, such is the obstinate conservation of the people and their disinclination to move
out of the old-fashioned ways of their fathers. For sometime past, however, practical men have been drawing
attention to this subject, with the praiseworthy object of showing how to obtain the maximum of heat from a
minimum of fuel, reserving at the same time the luxury of the visible fire. There is more than fancy in this,
because heat, radiating directly from glowing coals, passes through the air without modifying its temperature
in any important degree; consequently, coming in contact with the person it imparts warmth to the body, whilst
leaving the air comparatively cool. For public rooms, or places which people simply pass through, warm air
stoves are both economical and satisfactory, but for places where people remain seated for any length of time,
the comparatively low temperature of the floor and walls, which always occurs when warm air alone is used,
combined with the eIect of the warm air on the lungs, causes an unpleasant feeling, which is not felt when
moving about. Unless, therefore, the diIerence between radiant heat and warm air be taken into consideration
it is not possible properly to appreciate the comparative value of the different...
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