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management -- United States. Excerpt: . . . of an ecosystem approach can be worked on at whatever level of
effort is chosen. This is preferred to forgoing any attempt at an ecosystem approach because a full multi-sector
approach is unattainable. Specific examples of how NOAA has been contributing to the development of
ecosystem management practices at all three levels simultaneously can be found in Section 1. 2. Figure 1. Single
sector EAM continuum, ( adapted from Link, 2002 ). Fisheries within Sector View of EAM continuum Fisheries
Ecosystem Aggregate Stock single speciesMulti-speciesPlan BiomassPelagics Gadids Gadids Cod FEP Protected
Disease, Genetic Flatfish LMRs diversity, Predation, Fecundity, Migration, Competition, Stock recruitment, etc
Technical interactions, Mutualism, Habitat, Climate, etc Biomass allocation etc Biodiversity, etc Lack of data is
not a valid reason for inaction. Internationally, the precautionary principle has been interpreted to mean that
insufficient data, models or governance structures to attain the full regional ecosystem level of management
should not be used as an excuse to ignore some of the issues at the second level that sorely need to be
addressed. In the U. S. , this has generally not been a problem, as the MSFCMA and other statutes require that
management proceed based on the best available science. An EAM is also a collaborative process since the
governance authorities for ecosystem management are distributed across many levels of government, and
successful management requires participation of many different stakeholder groups in the public and private
sectors. Unlike Canada, whose Oceans Act of 1997 provides its Minister of Fisheries and Oceans with...
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