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federal agency to secure necessary funding for the purchase or to comply with laws and regulations governing
the acquisition. The primary source for land acquisition funding for BLM, the Park Service, Federal Land
Acquisition the Forest Service, and the Fish and Wildlife Service, has traditionally Funding been the Land and
Water Conservation Fund ( LWCF ), which was created to help preserve, develop, and assure access to outdoor
recreation 11 resources. To receive LWCF funding, the agencies independently identify and set priorities for land
acquisitions and then submit their list of priority acquisitions in their annual budget request to Congress. LWCF
funding is available for land acquisition purposes only if appropriated by Congress, unlike the funds in the
FLTFA account, which are available without further appropriation. LWCF land acquisition appropriations have
been declining in recent years. Specifically, funds for the four agencies declined from 453. 4 million
appropriated in fiscal year 2001 to 120. 1 million appropriated in fiscal 12 BLM has traditionally received the
year 2006, as depicted in figure 1. lowest amount of LWCF land acquisition funding among the four agencies.
For example, in fiscal year 2006, BLMs share of total appropriated LWCF land acquisition funding was only 8. 6
million, or about 7 percent of the 13 total appropriation. BLMs land sales eligible under FLTFA have created
another funding source for the four agencies to acquire land. FLTFA provides that if all funds in the account are
not used by the sunset date in 2010, they will become available for appropriation under section 3 of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund Act. 11 The Land...
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