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range of assumptions, CBOs projec-An alternative approach is to compare Social Security tions point to a
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the long run. Changes in economic growth measure of the nations economic resources. CBO typi-can affect the
systems finances. But because the initial cally presents various types of outlays and revenues rela-benefits paid
to new recipients are indexed to the overall tive to GDP in other projections, and the use of a com-growth of
earnings, the effect of such changes is muted. mon metric allows policymakers to more easily compare the
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