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Excerpt: . . . In practice, Viethamese women have unequal access to employment. Women are more likely to
perform menial work for extremely low wages than are men. However, pursuant to the Labor Code, the
Government of Vietnam applies some preferential policies in order to encourage the hiring of women, such as
providing tax reductions to companies that employ a high number of female workers. In addition, the United
Nations Development Program ( UNDP ) has reported that the Government of Vietnam acceptably enforces its
non-discrimination laws with regard to gender, with the exception of Section 115 of the Labor Code, which calls
for no overtime, no night work, and lighter work beginning in the seventh month of pregnancy. Minimum Wage
Decree No. 10-2000-ND-CP sets the current minimum wage in state-owned and domestic private enterprises at
180, 000 VND ( US 11. 87 ) per month, although state-owned enterprises typically pay workers a monthly salary
between 300, 000 VND and 500, 000 VND ( US 19. 79 to 32. 98 ). The monthly minimum wage for foreign-owned
businesses is established in Decision No. 708-1999-QD-BLDTBXH: 626, 000 VND ( US 41. 29 ) in the urban districts
of Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City; 556, 000 VND ( US 36. 67 ) in the suburban districts of Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City,
as well as the districts of Hai Phong, Bien Hoa, and Vung Tau; and 487, 000 VND ( US 32. 12) for elsewhere in the
country. Pursuant to Decree No. 38-CP,...
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